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3. 1 Inventory of sounds 

First of all the inventory of all sounds occurring in spoken Lim- 
bu is given without regard for either phonological evaluation or oc- 
currence as conditioned variant. 
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VOWELS: 
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Diphthongs: 


-ei 


~ 9 "" 


oi- 











In addition to the consonants of the chart given above there are 
three further series of consonantal sounds which are obtained as the 
result of inter-syllabic juncture realization in syntactic frames 
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larger than the word pronounced in isolation: 

a) lengthened voiceless stops and affricates; lengthened nasal 
consonants; lengthened sibilant; lengthened lateral 

[PP, PPh, tt, tth, cc, cch, kk, kkh, mm, nn, qi], ss, 11] 

Other consonantal sounds cannot be lengthened. Further discussion on 
lengthened consonants is found in 3.5. Lengthening of the velar nasal 
[ -J3i3_ ] is a syntactically conditioned non-obligatory feature. 

b) devoiced (or lenis) unaspirated voiced stops 
[-b-, -g-] 

It is possible that a lenis stop [-d-] exists, too. Lenis [-b-] occurs 
e.g. in [ koro-b ], lenis [-g-] in [ hugbe ], which is an ordinary 
speech tempo reduction form of the full form [ hukkhabe, hugabe ] 
('it got emptied"). Reduction of the full syllable [-ba] via [-ba] to 
[-b] is a synchronously observable phonological process in Limbu, sim- 

o 

ilar to the reduction of unstressed grammatical markers which may all 
exist in three tempo variants. 

c) nasalized semi -consonants 
[-W-, -y-] 

They occur as the result of inter-syllabic reduction involving nasal 
consonants {of, e) below). 

In addition to the vowels quoted above there are two series which 
occur as the result of inter-syllabic juncture realization in normally 
fast speech tempo: 

d) voiceless vowels 

[-i-, -e-, -£-, -a-, -0-, -0-, -u-] 

^o O O O o o 

This shows that voiceless vowels must be short. 

e) nasalized vowels 

[~i-, -e-, -8-, -a-, -0-] 

This shows that nasalized vowels must be short. Nasalization is not a 
typical phonetic feature of Limbu. It is either the result of inter- 
syllabic reduction involving the prior existence of a nasal consonant 
or a feature of loanwords from Nepali which does have a phonemic con- 
trast of oral vs. nasal vowels. 

As far as the diphthongal sound sequences [-ei-] and [-oi-] are 
concerned, they are germane to the sound pattern of Limbu but never- 
theless are derivationally obtained sound sequences having restricted 
occurrence, [-ei-] occurs before glottal stop in the 1st pi. exclusive 
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forms of the following middle-conjugating verbs: 

yu-ma, 1st pl-ex, yei'^gya'? , meyeigya-in'? , eto, ' COme from abOVe' 

ta*ma, tei'^gya'? ' to come from far away' 

si'ma, sei'^gya'? ' tO die' 

tha-ma, thsi'^gya'? ' to be Or get entangled' 

Similarly, [-oi-] occurs in the 1st pl-ex. forms of the verb 
wa-^ma ' to be (existential ly) ' : woigya-?, woigya {of. Verb Paradigm no. 
22). As a fast form reduction of the sound sequence [-oyi-], it may 
occur in many verb forms, of. its occurrences in Verb Paradigm no. 42 

[ -moyur D-y a • mma ] . 

2. 2 Inventory of primary phonemes 

The following phonemic inventory is based on an analysis in terms 
of generative phonology. Such an analysis essentially implies a strong 
reduction of the phonic inventory to those sounds which themselves 
cannot be generated by means of morphophonemic rules (a characteriza- 
tion not necessarily holding true for languages other than Limbu). 
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